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A system may include a stone analyzer, a controller, a laser
generator, and a beam combiner. The stone analyzer may be
configured to generate an output relating to a natural or
resonance frequency of a kidney or bladder stone. The
controller may be configured to determine the natural or
resonance frequency of the stone based on the output from
the stone analyzer, and match a resultant pulse repetition rate
with the natural or resonance frequency. The laser generator
may be configured to generate at least two laser pulse trains,
with each laser pulse train including laser pulses at a pulse
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repetition rate. The beam combiner may be configured to
combine the at least two laser pulse trains into a combined
laser pulse train including laser pulses at the resultant pulse
repetition rate.
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1
SURGICAL LASER SYSTEMS AND LASER
LITHOTRIPSY TECHNIQUES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of pending U.S. patent
application Ser No. 14/387,310, filed Sep. 23, 2014, which
is a 371 National Stage Application of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/US2013/030136, filed Mar. 11, 2013which
claims the benefit of priority from U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 61/726,713, filed Nov. 15, 2012, and U.S. Pro-
visional Application No. 61/623,256, filed Apr. 12, 2012.
Each of the above-referenced applications is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to
surgical laser systems, laser pulse trains produced by such
systems, and methods of performing laser lithotripsy using
the systems and laser pulse trains.

Medical lasers have been used in various practice areas,
such as, for example, urology, neurology, otorhinolaryngol-
ogy, general anesthetic ophthalmology, dentistry, gastroen-
terology, cardiology, gynecology, and thoracic and orthope-
dic procedures. Generally, these procedures require
precisely controlled delivery of laser energy as part of the
treatment protocol.

The treatment of kidney or bladder calculi or stones,
Lithotripsy, is currently achieved through either ESWL
(extra-corporal sound wave lithotripsy), surgery, or use of a
laser (laser lithotripsy). In the laser application, a holmium
doped yttrium aluminium garnet (Ho:YAG) laser rod, or a
thulium doped yttrium aluminium garnet (Tm:YAG) laser
rod are used to produce laser energy having a wavelength of
around 2000-2100 nm to break up stones of all types. The
laser energy is typically in the form of a train of laser pulses,
each having long pulse widths, such as approximately a few
hundred microseconds. It is believed that a thermo-mechani-
cal mechanism of action is in play for breaking up the stones,
namely the laser energy superheats water in the vicinity of
the stone, and creates a vaporization bubble. The vaporiza-
tion bubble then expands and destabilizes the stone, causing
it to fragment.

There is a continuous demand for improvements to laser
lithotripsy procedures including improved fragmentation of
the stones, for example.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary surgical
laser system in accordance with embodiments of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a simplified illustration of an exemplary laser
lithotripsy procedure in accordance with embodiments of the
invention.

FIG. 3 is a chart illustrating an exemplary laser pulse train
in accordance with embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a laser generator in
accordance with embodiments of the invention.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are charts illustrating exemplary laser pulse
trains in accordance with embodiments of the invention.

FIGS. 79 are flowcharts illustrating methods of frag-
menting a kidney or bladder stone in accordance with
embodiments of the invention.
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2
SUMMARY

Embodiments of the invention generally relate to surgical
laser systems, laser pulse trains produced by such systems,
and methods of performing laser lithotripsy procedures
using the systems and the laser pulse trains. In some
embodiments, a surgical laser system (100) includes a first
laser source (140A), a second laser source (140B), a beam
combiner (142) and a laser probe (108). The first laser source
is configured to output a first laser pulse train (144, 104A)
comprising first laser pulses (146). The second laser source
is configured to output a second laser pulse train (148,
10411) comprising second laser pulses (150). The beam
combiner is configured to combine the first and second laser
pulse trains and output a combined laser pulse train (152,
104) comprising the first and second laser pulses. The laser
probe is optically coupled to an output of the beam combiner
and is configured to discharge the combined laser pulse
train.

In some embodiments, the first laser pulses are temporally
offset from the second laser pulses in the combined laser
pulse train. In some embodiments, the first laser pulses
alternate with the second laser pulses in the combined laser
pulse train. In some embodiments, a pulse width (134) of the
first laser pulses and the second laser pulses is in the range
of 0.1-10,000 ns, 1 ns-500 ps, or 1 ps-10 ms. In some
embodiments, the combined laser pulse train has a pulse
repetition rate in the range of 1 Hz-2 GHz, or 0.1 Hz-10
GHz. In some embodiments, the first laser pulses each have
a first wavelength, the second laser pulses each have a
second wavelength, and the first and second wavelengths are
different. In some embodiments, the system includes a delay
generator (154) configured to delay discharge of the second
laser pulse train (148) from the second laser source (140B)
relative to the discharge of the first laser pulse (144) from the
first laser source (140A).

In some embodiments, a surgical laser system includes a
laser generator (102), a laser probe (108), a stone analyzer
(170), and a controller (122). The laser generator is config-
ured to generate laser energy (104) based on laser energy
settings (126). The laser probe is configured to discharge the
laser energy. The stone analyzer has an output relating to a
characteristic of a targeted stone (120). The controller com-
prises at least one processor configured to determine the
laser energy settings based on the output.

In some embodiments, the laser energy comprises a train
(130) of laser pulses (132), and the laser energy settings
include settings for a pulse width of the laser pulses, a pulse
repetition rate of the laser pulses, a power of the laser pulses,
a wavelength of the laser pulses, and/or a duration of the
train of the laser pulses. In some embodiments, the system
includes memory (124) comprising a mapping (172) of laser
energy settings to values of the output, wherein the control-
ler controls the laser generator based on the laser energy
settings of the mapping corresponding to the output. In some
embodiments, the characteristic is an estimated size of the
stone, an estimated length of the stone, an estimated com-
position of the stone and/or a vibration frequency of the
stone. In some embodiments, the output from the stone
analyzer is an image of the stone, a laser induced vibration
measurement of the stone, and/or a spectrometer reading of
the stone. In some embodiments, the stone analyzer com-
prises an imager (174) configured to output an image of the
targeted stone, and the controller is configured to estimate a
length of at least one dimension of the stone based on the
image, and control the laser generator based on the laser
energy settings corresponding to the length estimate in the
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mapping. In some embodiments, the stone analyzer com-
prises a Laser Doppler Vibrometer (182) configured to
measure a vibration frequency of the targeted stone, and the
controller is configured to control the laser generator based
on the laser energy settings corresponding to the measured
vibration frequency in the mapping. In some embodiments,
the stone analyzer comprises a laser induced breakdown
spectrometer (184) configured to output a spectrometer
reading indicative of a composition of the targeted stone,
and the controller is configured to control the laser generator
based on the laser energy settings corresponding to the
spectrometer reading in the mapping.

In some embodiments of a method of fragmenting a
targeted kidney or bladder stone, a first laser pulse train
(144) comprising first laser pulses (146) is generated using
a first laser source (140A). A second laser pulse train (148)
comprising second laser pulses (150) is generated using a
second laser source (140B). The first and second laser pulse
trains are combined into a combined laser pulse train (152)
comprising the first and second laser pulses. The stone is
exposed to the combined laser pulse train using a laser probe
(108). The stone is fragmented in response to exposing the
stone to the combined laser pulse train.

In some embodiments of the method, the first and second
laser pulse trains are combined such that the first laser pulses
are temporally offset from the second laser pulses. In some
embodiments, the first laser pulses are temporally offset
from the second laser pulses by delaying the generation of
the second laser pulse train relative to the generation of the
first laser pulse train.

In some embodiments of a method of fragmenting a
targeted kidney or bladder stone, an output relating to a
characteristic of the targeted stone (120) is generated using
a stone analyzer (170). Embodiments of the characteristic
include an estimated size of the stone, an estimated length of
the stone, an estimated composition of the stone, and a
vibration frequency measurement of the stone. Laser energy
settings (126) are generated based on the output. Laser
energy (104) is generated using a laser generator in accor-
dance with the laser energy settings. The stone is exposed to
the laser energy using a laser probe (108). The stone is
fragmented in response to exposing the stone to the laser
energy.

In some embodiments, the laser energy comprises a train
(130) of laser pulses (132). In some embodiments, the laser
energy settings include settings of a pulse width of the laser
pulses, a pulse repetition rate of the laser pulses, a power of
the laser pulses, a wavelength of the laser pulses, and/or a
duration of the train of the laser pulses.

In some embodiments of a method of fragmenting a
targeted kidney or bladder stone (120), the stone is exposed
to first laser energy (130) having a first power level using a
laser probe (108). The stone is exposed to second laser
energy (164) having a second power level using the laser
probe, wherein the second power level is higher than the first
power level. The stone is fragmented in response to expos-
ing the stone to the second laser energy.

In some embodiments, the stone is exposed to the second
laser energy after exposing the stone to the first laser energy.
In some embodiments, the stone is exposed to the second
laser energy after the exposure of the stone to the first laser
energy begins. In some embodiments, the first laser energy
comprises a laser pulse train (130) having a pulse repetition
rate in the range of approximately 1 kHz-2 GHz. In some
embodiments, the second laser energy comprises a single
laser pulse (164). In some embodiments, the second laser
energy comprises a laser pulse train.
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This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
indented to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter. The
claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations that
solve any or all disadvantages noted in the Background.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to
surgical laser systems, laser pulse trains produced by such
systems, and methods of performing laser lithotripsy pro-
cedures using the systems and the laser pulse trains.
Embodiments of the invention are described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The various embodiments of the invention may, however, be
embodied in many different forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will
be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the scope
of the invention to those skilled in the art. Elements that are
identified using the same or similar reference characters
refer to the same or similar elements.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to
as being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can
be directly connected or coupled to the other element or
intervening elements may be present. In contrast, if an
element is referred to as being “directly connected” or
“directly coupled” to another element, there are no inter-
vening elements present.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, these
elements should not be limited by these terms. These terms
are only used to distinguish one element from another. Thus,
a first element could be termed a second element without
departing, from the teachings of the present invention.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this invention belongs. It will be further understood
that terms, such as those defined in commonly used diction-
aries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant
art and will not be interpreted in an idealized or overly
formal sense unless expressly so defined herein.

As will further be appreciated by one of skill in the art, the
present invention may be embodied as methods, systems,
and/or computer program products. Accordingly, the present
invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment or an
embodiment combining software and hardware aspects.
Furthermore, the present invention may take the form of a
computer program product on a computer-usable storage
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medium having computer-usable program code embodied in
the medium. Any suitable computer readable medium may
be utilized including hard disks, CD-ROMs, optical storage
devices, or magnetic storage devices.

The computer-usable or computer-readable medium
referred to herein as “memory” may be, for example but not
limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic,
infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, device, or
propagation medium. More specific examples (a non-ex-
haustive list) of the computer-readable medium would
include the following: an electrical connection having one or
more wires, a portable computer diskette, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, and a portable compact disc
read-only memory (CD-ROM). Note that the computer-
usable or computer-readable medium could even be paper or
another suitable medium upon which the program is printed,
as the program can be electronically captured, via, for
instance, optical scanning of the paper or other medium,
then compiled, interpreted, or otherwise processed in a
suitable manner, if necessary, and then stored in a computer
memory.

The invention is also described using flowchart illustra-
tions and block diagrams. It will be understood that each
block (of the flowcharts and block diagrams), and combi-
nations of blocks, can be implemented by computer program
instructions. These program instructions may be provided to
a processor circuit, such as a microprocessor, microcon-
troller or other processor, such that the instructions which
execute on the processor(s) create means for implementing,
the functions specified in the block or blocks. The computer
program instructions may be executed by the processor(s) to
cause a series of operational steps to be performed by the
processor(s) to produce a computer implemented process
such that the instructions which execute on the processor(s)
provide steps for implementing the functions specified in the
block or blocks.

Accordingly, the blocks support combinations of means
for performing the specified functions, combinations of
steps for performing the specified functions and program
instruction means for performing the specified functions. It
will also be understood that each block, and combinations of
blocks, can be implemented by special purpose hardware-
based systems which perform the specified functions or
steps, or combinations of special purpose hardware and
computer instructions.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary surgical
laser system 100, and FIG. 2 is a simplified illustration of an
exemplary laser lithotripsy procedure on a stone using the
system 100, in accordance with embodiments of the inven-
tion. In some embodiments, the system 100 comprises a
laser generator 102 that generates laser energy 104. In some
embodiments, the laser energy 104 is optically coupled to a
waveguide 106, such as an optical fiber, and discharged from
a laser probe 108 to perform a desired procedure, such as
tissue ablation or urinary or kidney stone fragmentation.

In some embodiments, the laser generator 102 comprises
one or more conventional laser sources, such as laser reso-
nators, that produce the laser energy 104 having desired
properties. In some embodiments, the system 100 produces
the laser energy 104 in the form of a pulse train comprising
pulses having a relatively short pulse width and at a rela-
tively high pulse repetition rate, as compared to laser sys-
tems of the prior art, particularly those used in laser litho-
tripsy procedures. In some embodiments, the laser generator
102 includes Q-switched laser rods to produce the laser
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6

energy 104, such as, for example, a holmium doped yttrium
aluminium garnet (Ho:YAG) laser rod, a thulium doped
yttrium aluminium garnet (Tm:YAG) laser rod, or other
conventional laser rod suitable for producing the desired
laser energy 104.

The laser probe 108 may be configured to discharge the
laser energy 104 along a longitudinal axis 110 of the probe
through a distal end 112, as shown in FIG. 2, laterally
relative to the longitudinal axis of the probe 108 (side-fire
laser probe), as indicated by the arrow 114, or discharge the
laser energy 104 in another conventional manner. The laser
probe 108 may be supported in a cystoscope or endoscope
116, a distal end of which is illustrated in FIG. 2.

In some embodiments, the system 100 includes a second-
ary probe 118, a distal end of which is illustrated in FIG. 2.
The secondary probe 118 may be used, for example, to
capture images of a targeted stone 120, or perform other
functions. In some embodiments, the probe 118 may be used
to obtain one or more characteristics of the targeted stone
120, as discussed below.

In one embodiment, the system 100 includes a controller
122 that includes one or more processors that are configured
to execute program instructions stored in memory 124, or
other location, to carry out various functions described
herein. In some embodiments, the controller 122 controls the
laser generator 102 in accordance with laser energy settings
126 stored in the memory 124, or other location.

In some embodiments, the controller 122 controls the
discharge of the laser energy 104 through the laser probe 108
using conventional techniques. For instance, the controller
122 may control one or more shutter mechanisms 128 (FIG.
1), which may control the discharge of the laser energy 104
to the waveguide 106, or the discharge of laser energy from
individual laser sources of the laser generator 102.

In some embodiments, the system 100 is configured to
generate laser energy 104 in the form of a laser pulse train
130, such as the exemplary laser pulse train illustrated in
FIG. 3. The laser pulse train 130 comprises individual laser
pulses 132. In some embodiments, the laser pulses 132, each
have a short pulse width 134 relative to the laser energy used
for conventional laser lithotripsy procedures, which typi-
cally has a pulse width on the order of hundreds of micro-
seconds. In some embodiments, the pulse width 134 of each
of'the pulses 132 in the train 130 is less than 1 us, or less than
1 ms, for example. In some embodiments, the pulse width
134 is in the range of 1-10,000 ns, 0.1-500 ps, or 1 ps-10 ms,
for example. Such pulse widths may be obtained using
conventional Q-switched laser rods, such as those men-
tioned above, or other suitable technique.

In some embodiments, the laser pulses 132 are repeated at
a high rate relative conventional laser systems. In some
embodiments, the pulse repetition rate is in the range of
0.001 to 1000 kHz, 1 kHz-2 GHz, greater than 1 GHz, 0.1
Hz-10 GHz. The high pulse repetition rate (GHz range)
covers the life span of plasma clouds, which can enhance the
laser plasma effect to achieve efficient tissue ablation or
stone fragmentation.

In some embodiments, the laser generator 102 utilizes
multiple laser sources to generate the high pulse repetition
rate of the pulse train 130. In some embodiments, each of the
laser sources is capable of producing laser energy that can
cause thermal-confined or stress-confined interaction on
tissue or a kidney or bladder stone. The laser energy or laser
pulse trains generated by each of the two or more laser
sources are combined to form the laser energy 104 having
the desired high pulse repetition rate. The laser energy 104
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is then discharged to the targeted object or tissue, such as a
kidney or bladder stone 120 through the probe 104.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary configu-
ration of the laser generator 102 that is configured to
generate the laser energy 104 having a high pulse repetition
rate. In some embodiments, the laser generator comprises a
laser source 140A configured to output laser energy 104A,
and a laser source 140B configured to output laser energy
104B. In some embodiments, the laser sources may be
Q-switched laser sources or other conventional devices
capable of generating the laser energies 104A and 104B each
having a pulse width and a pulse repetition rate that is set in
accordance with the laser energy settings 126.

In some embodiments, a beam combiner 142 combines
the laser energies 104A and 104B, such that they overlap
into a single laser beam as the laser energy 104. In some
embodiments, the beam combiner 142 comprises conven-
tional mirrors, lenses and/or other optical components to
combine the laser pulse energies 104A and 104B. More than
two laser sources may also be combined in this manner to
produce pulse trains having high pulse repetition rates. The
output laser energy 104 from the beam combiner 142 is
optically coupled to the laser probe 108 for discharge, as
shown in FIG. 1.

In one embodiment, the laser energy 104A comprises a
laser pulse train 144 of laser pulses 146, and the laser energy
104B comprises a laser pulse train 148 of laser pulses 150,
as illustrated in the chart of FIG. 5. In some embodiments,
the pulses 146 and 150 may be of the same or different
wavelength, the same or different pulse width, and the same
or different pulse shape. In some embodiments the laser
pulse trains 144 and 148 may have a pulse repetition rate or
frequency that is the same or different. In accordance with
some embodiments, the pulses 146 and 150 have a wave-
length in the range of 400-11000 nm, 300-20000 nm. In
some embodiments, the pulses 146 and 150 have a pulse
width in the range of, less than 1 ps, 0.1-10000 ns, or 1 ps-10
ms, for example. In some embodiments, the pulse trains 144
and 148 have a pulse repetition rate in the range of 0.1 z-10
GHz.

In some embodiments, the pulses 146 of the pulse train
144 are temporally offset from the pulses 150 of the pulse
train 148 to generate the pulse train 152 that forms the laser
energy 104, as illustrated in FIG. 5. In some embodiments,
the pulses 146 and 150 of the pulse train 152 do not overlap,
as shown in FIG. 5. In some embodiments, the pulses 146
alternate with the pulses 150, as shown in FIG. 5.

The laser pulse trains produced by the two or more laser
sources of the laser generator 102 may be temporally offset
in any suitable manner. In one exemplary embodiment, an
adjustable delay generator 154 delays the discharge of the
laser pulse train 148 from the laser source 140B in response
to a trigger 156 received from, for example, the controller
122 (FIG. 1). The delay of the triggering of the pulses 150
can be as small as a few nanoseconds. The trigger signal and
the delayed signal may be used to control shutter mecha-
nisms corresponding to the laser sources 140A and 140B, for
example.

The resultant pulse repetition rate of the pulse train 152 of
the laser energy 104 that can be achieved using the multiple
laser sources is substantially higher than what would be
possible using a single laser source. That is, the laser
generator 102 effectively multiplies the pulse repetition rate
of'a conventional laser source by combining the output laser
energies of two or more laser sources. Accordingly, this
technique may be used to produce very high frequency pulse
trains 152 for the laser energy 104, such as pulse trains
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having a pulse repetition rate in the range of up to 2 GHz or
more, depending on the width of the pulses (e.g., 146 and
148). As discussed below, this frequency range enables the
system 100 to match the high estimated natural or resonance
frequencies of urinary or kidney stones to enable more
thorough fragmentation of the stones during laser lithotripsy
procedures.

In some embodiments, the laser pulses 146 and 150 of the
laser trains 144 and 146 are not temporally offset, but
directly overlap (i.e., pulses are synchronized). This allows
for the generation of laser energy 104 having a higher power
than would otherwise be possible using a single laser source.
In some embodiments, the generator 102 is configured as
described with reference to FIG. 5, but without the delay
generator 154.

In accordance with another embodiment, the laser gen-
erator generates laser energy 104 in the form of a pulse train
160 shown in FIG. 6, which is discharged to a targeted stone
120 through, for example, the laser probe 108. In some
embodiments, the pulse train 160 comprises a series of
pulses 162 at a first power or energy level followed by one
or more pulses 164 at a second energy level that is higher
than the first energy level. In some embodiments, the pulses
162 comprise the pulses 146 and 150 and form the pulse
train 130 in accordance with one or more embodiments
described above. Thus, in some embodiments, the laser
pulses 162 may be generated using two or more laser sources
of the generator 102. Exposure of the targeted stone 120 to
the pulses 162 heats the targeted stone 120 and/or produces
cracks in the targeted stone 120, while the high energy pulse
or pulses 164 pulverize the stone 120.

The pulses 162 and 164 may have the same or different
wavelength, pulse width or pulse shape. In some embodi-
ments, the pulses 162 have a pulse width 134 of approxi-
mately less than 1 ps, 1-10000 ns, 1 ps-10 ms. In some
embodiments, the pulses 162. have an energy level of
approximately 0.01-1000 mJ, 1 nJ-10 J. The pulses 162 are
preferably delivered at a pulse repetition rate or frequency in
the range of 1-20000 kHz, 1 kHz-2 GHz, or 0.1 Hz-10 GHz.

In some embodiments, the one or more pulses 164 have
an energy level in the range of 1-10000 mJ, 1 nJ-10 J. In
some embodiments, the one or more pulses 164 have a pulse
width in the range of less than 1 ps, 1 ns-500 ps, 1 s-10 ms.
In some embodiments, the one or more laser pulses 164 are
generated by a laser source of the laser generator 102 that is
not used to generate the laser pulses 162.

In some embodiments, when a train of the laser pulses 164
is used, the train of pulses 164 has a lower frequency or
pulse repetition rate than the train of pulse 162, such as 0.1
Hz-10 GHz. In some embodiments, the laser pulses 164
have a pulse repetition rate that is tuned to the stone 120
targeted for fragmentation, as described below. In some
embodiments, the train of pulses 164 has a pulse repetition
rate in the range of 1 kHz-2 GHz, 0.1 Hz-10 GH. In some
embodiments, the train of pulses 164 is formed using a
multiple laser source technique in accordance with one or
more embodiments described above with regard to the laser
pulse train 130.

In some embodiments, the one or more high energy laser
pulses 164 occur immediately after the pulse train of lower
energy laser pulses 162. In some embodiments, the genera-
tion of the one or more high energy laser pulses 164 by the
generator 102 begins after the targeted stone 120 is exposed
to the laser pulses 162, allowing for the one or more laser
pulses 164 to overlap the laser pulses 162.

Some embodiments of the invention are directed to meth-
ods of producing the laser energy 104 using the system 100
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described above, and laser lithotripsy methods for fragment-
ing a kidney or bladder stone using embodiments of the
system. In some embodiments, the laser generator 102 is
configured to output laser energy 104 in accordance with one
or more embodiments described above to fragment a tar-
geted stone 120, such as that illustrated in FIG. 2.

In some embodiments, the laser energy 104 output from
the laser generator 102 is defined by laser energy settings
126 stored, for example, in the memory 124 (FIG. 1) or other
location. The laser energy settings 126 may determine the
wavelength of the laser energy 104, the pulse width 134 of
the pulses that form the laser energy 104, the pulse repetition
rate of the laser energy 104, the energy level of the pulses of
the laser energy 104, the duration that the laser energy 104
is output (i.e., the duration of the laser treatment), and/or
other properties of the laser energy 104 output from the laser
generator 102. In some embodiments, the controller 122
uses the laser energy settings 126 to control the laser
generator 102 and its one or more laser sources (e.g., laser
sources 140A and 140B) to generate the laser energy 104.

In some embodiments, the laser generator 102 is config-
ured to output ser energy 104 that is tuned to fragment the
targeted stone 120. In some embodiments, this tuning of the
laser energy 104 matches the frequency or the pulse repeti-
tion rate of the laser energy 104 to a natural or resonant
frequency of the targeted stone 120. In some embodiments,
this tuning of the laser energy 104 to the targeted stone 120
enables the laser energy 104 to more efficiently fragment the
stone 120, and fragment the stone into smaller particles, than
is possible using prior art laser lithotripsy techniques.

In some embodiments, the natural frequency of the tar-
geted stone 120 can be estimated based on characteristics of
the targeted stone 120. In some embodiments, the system
100 includes a stone analyzer 170 that is configured to
determine, or assist in determining, one or more character-
istics of the stone 120, from which a natural frequency of the
stone 120 can be estimated and used to determine the laser
energy settings 126. Exemplary stone characteristics include
one or more dimensions of the stone, a geometry of the
stone, a vibration frequency of the stone, a composition of
the stone, a type of the stone, color or tensile strength, and
other characteristics.

In some embodiments, the system 100 includes a mapping
or look-up table 172 stored in the memory 124 (FIG. 1), or
other location that is accessible by the controller 122 The
mapping 172, identifies laser energy settings for various
measured or estimated characteristics of the stone 120. After
the controller 122 determines one or more characteristics of
the targeted stone 120 using the stone analyzer 170, the
controller 122 obtains the laser energy settings correspond-
ing to the one or more determined characteristics using the
mapping 172. The controller 122 then sets the laser genera-
tor 102, or the individual laser sources, to generate the laser
energy 104 tuned to the stone 120 based on the settings. In
some embodiments, the laser settings obtained from the
mapping 172 are stored as the laser settings 126. The system
100 may then perform a laser lithotripsy procedure on the
targeted stone 120 using tuned laser energy 104 to fragment
the stone, as illustrated in FIG. 2.

In some embodiments, the stone analyzer 170 comprises
an imager 174 configured to capture mages of the targeted
stone 120, as shown in FIG. 1. The image 174 may be a
conventional imaging component that comprises the sec-
ondary probe 118 (FIG. 2) in the form of an imaging fiber
176, and an imaging sensor or chip 178, such as a CCD
sensor. In some embodiments, the controller 122 processes
images from the imager 174 to determine characteristics of
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a targeted stone 120, such as a measurement or estimate of
the one or more dimensions of the stone 120 (i.e., a length
such as diameter, area, etc.), the stone’s geometry, or other
characteristic of the targeted stone 120, for example. In some
embodiments, the system 100 includes a display 180 (FIG.
1) on which the images captured by the imaging sensor 178
may be displayed. In some embodiments, the one or more
image-determined characteristics of the stone 120 are
mapped in the mapping 172 to laser energy settings (e.g., a
pulse repetition rate, pulse width, etc.) for generating laser
energy 104 tuned to fragment the targeted stone 120.

In some embodiments, the stone analyzer 170 comprises
a Laser Doppler Vibrometer (LDV) 182, which is an instru-
ment used to make non-contact vibration measurements of a
surface. In some embodiments, the LDV 182 exposes the
stone 120 to a laser beam, such as the laser energy 104 from
the laser probe 108, or a laser beam from the secondary
probe 118 (FIG. 2). A vibration amplitude and frequency of
the stone 120 are extracted from the Doppler shift of the
frequency of the laser beam reflected from the surface of the
stone 120 in response to the motion of the stone surface
caused by the laser beam. This may be obtained, for
example, through the imager 174, or other conventional
component. The output of the LDV 182 may be a continuous
analog voltage that is directly proportional to the velocity
component of the stone surface along the direction of the
laser beam. In some embodiments, the controller 122 deter-
mines the one or more stone characteristics, such as a
vibration frequency of the stone 120, based on the output
from the LDV 182. In some embodiments, one or more of
these characteristics are mapped in the mapping 172 to laser
energy settings, such as a pulse repetition rate, for generating
laser energy 104 tuned to fragment the stone 120.

In some embodiments, the stone analyzer 170 comprises
a Laser Induced Breakdown Spectrometer (LLIBS) 184 con-
figured to perform laser induced breakdown spectroscopy on
a targeted stone 120 through, for example, the secondary
probe 118, and output a spectrometer reading indicative of
a composition of the targeted stone 120. In some embodi-
ments, a strong plasma effect is generated using the laser
energy 104, such as the high frequency pulse train 130
described above. This plasma effect is used by the LIBS 184
to obtain the composition of the stone 120. In some embodi-
ments, the output composition of the targeted stone 120 is
used to identify a type of the targeted stone 120, a natural
frequency vibration frequency) for the stone 120, and/or
other characteristics of the stone 120. In some embodiments,
the controller 122 determines the laser treatment to be
performed to fragment the stone 120 based on the identified
type of stone. In some embodiments, one or more of these
characteristics are mapped in the mapping 172 to laser
energy settings, such as a pulse repetition rate, for generating
laser energy 104 tuned to fragment the stone 120. In some
embodiments, the results of the laser induced breakdown
spectroscopy on the targeted stone 120 are also used for
diagnosis, treatment and recurrence prevention.

Additional embodiments are directed to the use of the
system 100 formed in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments described herein to perform a laser lithotripsy treat-
ment to fragment a kidney or bladder stone. FIG. 7 is a
flowchart illustrating a method of fragmenting a targeted
kidney or bladder stone in accordance with embodiments of
the invention. At 200, a first laser pulse train, such as pulse
train 144 (i.e. laser energy 104A), comprising first laser
pulses 146 is generated using a first laser source 140A, as
shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. At 202, a second laser pulse train
148 (i.e., laser energy 104B) comprising second laser pulses
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150 is generated using a second laser source 140B. The first
and second laser pulse trains 144 and 148 are combined into
a combined laser pulse train 152 (i.e., laser energy 104) at
204. The combined laser pulse train 152 includes the first
and second laser pulses 146 and 150. At 206, the stone 120
is exposed to the combined laser pulse train 152 using a laser
probe 108, such as illustrated in FIG. 2. At 208, the stone 120
is fragmented in response to the exposure of the stone 120
to the combined laser pulse train 152.

In some embodiments, step 204 involves temporally
offsetting the first laser pulses 146 from the second laser
pulses 150 to form the combined laser pulse train 152, (FIG.
5) or pulse train 130 (FIGS. 3 and 6). In some embodiments,
the first laser pulse train 144, the second laser pulse train
148, and the combined laser pulse train 152 are formed using
the laser generator 102 described above with reference to
FIG. 4. In some embodiments, the laser generator 102
comprises a delay generator 154 that delays the generation
of the second laser pulse train 148 relative to the generation
of the first laser pulse train 144 to temporally offset the first
laser pulses 146 from the second laser pulses 150.

In some embodiments, the pulse width 134 of the first and
second laser pulses 146 and 150 is in accordance with one
or more embodiments described above. In some embodi-
ments, the combined laser pulse train 152 has a pulse
repetition rate in accordance with one or more embodiments
described above. In some embodiments, the first and second
laser pulses 146 and 150 have the same wavelength. In some
embodiments, the wavelength of the first laser pulses 146 is
different from the wavelength of the second laser pulses 150.
In some embodiments, the wavelengths of the first and
second laser pulses 146 and 150 are in accordance with one
or more embodiments described above.

In accordance with another embodiment, the laser energy
104 is in the form of a pulse train, such as pulse train 152
(FIG. 5) or the pulse train 130 (FIGS. 3 and 6), having pulses
(e.g., 132, 162) that are at a first power or energy level and
at a high repetition rate. In some embodiments, these laser
pulses are configured to heat and potentially crack the
targeted stone 120. In some embodiments, the series of laser
pulses of the combined laser pulse train 152 or 130 are
followed by one or more high energy pulses 164 (FIG. 6)
having a higher energy level than the first and second laser
pulses, as shown in FIG. 6. In some embodiments of the
method, the targeted stone 120 is exposed to the one or more
high energy pulses 164 to pulverize the stone 120. The
energy levels of the first and second laser pulses 146 and
150, or pulses 162, and the high energy pulses 164 may be
in accordance with one or more of the embodiments
described above.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a method of fragmenting
a targeted kidney or bladder stone 120 using laser energy
104 that is tuned to the targeted stone 120. At 210, an output
relating to a characteristic of the targeted stone 120 is
generated. In some embodiments, the output is generated
using a stone analyzer 170 in accordance with one or more
embodiments described above. Exemplary embodiments of
the characteristic include an estimated size of the stone, an
estimated length of a dimension of the stone (i.e., a diameter
of the stone), an estimated composition of the stone, a
vibration frequency of the stone, and type of the stone. In
some embodiments, the output relating to a characteristic of
the targeted stone 120 is processed by the controller 122 to
determine the characteristic of the stone 120.

At 212, laser energy settings are determined based on the
output. In some embodiments, values of the output or the
corresponding characteristics are mapped to laser energy
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settings in a mapping 172 stored in the memory of the
system (FIG. 1), or other location. In some embodiments,
the controller 122 apses the mapping 172 to determine the
laser energy settings based on the output.

At 214, laser energy 104 is generated using a laser
generator 102 in accordance with the laser energy settings.
Embodiments of the laser generator 102 and the laser energy
104 include one or more embodiments described above. At
216, the targeted stone 120 is exposed to the laser energy
104 and the stone 120 is fragmented at 218 in response to the
exposure.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method of fragmenting
a targeted kidney or bladder stone in accordance with
embodiments of the invention. At 220, the targeted stone 120
is exposed to first laser energy (laser pulses 162 or pulse
train 130) having a first power or energy level. At 222, the
targeted stone 120 is exposed to second laser energy (one or
more pulses 164) having a second power level. At 224, the
stone 120 is fragmented in response to the exposure to the
first and second laser energy. In some embodiments, the
second power level is greater than the first power level, as
shown in FIG. 6. For instance, the first laser energy may
comprise a laser pulse train 130 comprising pulses 162
having a pulse width and a pulse repetition rate in accor-
dance with embodiments described above with reference to
FIG. 6. For instance, in some embodiments, the first laser
energy comprises a laser pulse train 130 having a pulse
repetition rate in the range of 1 kHz-2 GHz. In some
embodiments, the first laser energy heats the targeted stone
120 and/or facilitates the generation of cracks in the targeted
stone 120. In some embodiments, the second laser energy
comprises one or more laser pulses 164 in accordance with
one or more of the embodiments described above. The
second laser energy is generally used to pulverize the
targeted stone 120 after the targeted stone 120 has been
weakened due to its exposure to the first laser energy.

In some embodiments, step 222 occurs after step 220, as
shown in FIG. 6. In some embodiments, step 222 begins
after step 220 begins. Here, there may be some overlap
between steps 222 and 220.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled in the
art will recognize that changes may be made in form and
detail without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a first laser generator configured to generate a first laser
pulse train;

a second laser generator configured to generate a second
laser pulse train;

a beam combiner configured to combine the first and
second laser pulse trains into a combined laser pulse
train including laser pulses at a resultant pulse repeti-
tion rate;

an analyzer configured to receive a portion of the com-
bined laser pulse train reflected from a kidney or
bladder stone, and generate an output relating to a
natural or resonance frequency of the kidney or bladder
stone; and

a controller configured to determine the natural or reso-
nance frequency of the kidney or bladder stone based
on the output from the analyzer, and match the resultant
pulse repetition rate with the natural or resonance
frequency.
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2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a laser probe
configured to discharge the combined laser pulse train
towards the kidney or bladder stone.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein each of the first and
second laser pulse trains includes laser energy at a different
wavelength.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein each of the first and
second laser pulse trains includes laser energy at a different
power level.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein a pulse repetition rate
of each of the first and second laser pulse trains is different.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein each laser pulse in the
combined laser pulse train is temporally offset from another
laser pulse in the combined laser pulse train.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein each laser pulse in each
of the first and second laser pulse trains includes a pulse
width less than 1 millisecond.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein a pulse repetition rate
of each of the first and second laser pulse trains covers the
lifespan of a plasma cloud.

9. The system of claim 7, wherein a pulse repetition rate
of each of the first and second laser pulse trains is greater
than 1 gigahertz.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the output includes at
least a size of the kidney or bladder stone, a length of the
kidney or bladder stone, a composition of the kidney or
bladder stone, or a vibration frequency of the kidney or
bladder stone.

11. A system comprising:

a controller configured to:

instruct a first laser generator to generate a first laser pulse

train;

instruct a second laser generator to generate a second laser

pulse train;
instruct a beam combiner to combine the first and second
pulse trains into a combined laser pulse train including
laser pulses at a resultant pulse repetition rate;

receive an output from an analyzer, wherein the analyzer
receives a portion of the combined laser pulse train
reflected from a kidney or bladder stone;
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determine a natural or resonance frequency of the kidney
or bladder stone based on the output from the analyzer;
and

match the resultant pulse repetition rate with the natural or

resonance frequency.
12. The system of claim 11, wherein the first and second
laser pulse trains each has a wavelength from 300 nanome-
ters to 20,000 nanometers.
13. The system of claim 12, wherein the first and second
laser pulse trains each has a power level from 1 millijoule to
10,000 millijoules.
14. The system of claim 13, wherein each laser pulse in
each of the first and second laser pulse trains has a pulse
width from 1 picosecond to 10 milliseconds.
15. The system of claim 14, wherein a pulse repetition rate
of each of the first and second laser pulse trains is from 0.1
hertz to 10 gigahertz.
16. A method comprising:
generating, with first and second laser generators, first and
second laser pulse trains, respectively; and

combining, with a beam combiner, the first and second
laser pulse trains into a combined laser pulse train
including laser pulses at a resultant pulse repetition
rate;

receiving, at an analyzer, a portion of the combined laser

pulse train reflected from a kidney or bladder stone;

generating, with the analyzer, an output relating to a

measured natural or resonance frequency of the kidney
or bladder stone;

receiving, at a controller, the output relating to a natural

or resonance frequency of the kidney or bladder stone
from the analyzer;

determining, with the controller, the natural or resonance

frequency of the kidney or bladder stone based on the
output; and

matching, with the controller, the resultant pulse repeti-

tion rate with the natural or resonance frequency of the
kidney or bladder stone.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:

discharging, with a laser probe, the combined laser pulse

train towards the kidney or bladder stone.
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